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AUSTRALIAN and 
New Zealand com-
munities gathered at 
the Australian Em-
bassy in Hanoi to 
mark the Anzac Day 
Dawn Service. After 
a poignant and mov-
ing service, the 
community shared 
Anzac biscuits, Veg-
emite on toast and 
other Australian 
fare.—from the em-
bassy Facebook 
page. More follow-
up on Anzac Day  
Page 3,19. 

Anzac Day 

marked  

in Vietnam 

NO PROGRESS ON FUNERAL BENEFIT ANOMALY  
Veterans organisations have welcomed this year’s Fed-

eral Budget funding for Veterans’ Affairs, though calls for 

a funeral benefits anomaly between different eras ap-

pears to have been ignored again. 

“The Australian Government is investing an additional 

$328.1 million over four years to support the more than 

340,000 veterans and dependants accessing services 

through DVA,” the government announced. 

“This builds on the $537.5 million invested in the Octo-

ber 2022 Budget as part of the Government’s commit-

ment to ensuring a better future for veterans and fami-

lies.” 

However, over the past three years Ricochet has been 
emphasising the need to address the anomaly whereby 

a funeral benefit of around $2000 is payable to (mainly 
Vietnam) veterans under the Veterans Entitlement Act, 
but up to $12,600 is payable under two later Acts.  

 

 Continued page 3 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY DETAILS PAGE 11 
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VIETNAM VETERANS  

ASSN of AUSTRALIA  

SUNSHINE COAST 

 SUB-BRANCH Inc. 

 

PATRON: Laurie Drinkwater (pictured) 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

President   Michael Howe APM JP (Qual) 

Senior V/President  Garry King 

Junior V/President  Gordon Hall 

Secretary             Garry King 

Treasurer   Deb Day 

 

Committee Members:   

VACANT    Membership 

Kerry White    Ricochet Editor 

John Cunnington   VV Day 

Athol Johnson   Merchandise 

Chris Wessels   Assistant Secretary 

John Huxham    Office  Manager 

Bob Johnson 

Mike Dalton 

 

Office Bearers 

Graham Scott   DHJ project 

Geoff Jewell   Thursday Breakfast 

Noel Woodall   Honorary Lawyer 

Arthur Fry   Honorary Chaplain  

Frank Redpath  Auditor 

Michael Sheahan  Advertising/Marketing 

Mike Holt   Info. Tech. Manager 

Michael Howe   Grants Officer  

Margo Christie  Asst Office Manager 

 

ADVOCATE TEAM 

Compensation Advocates 

Helena Smith JP (Qual) 0439241442 

Hospital Visitation  

Alec Chesters   54761594 

Mentor/Assessor 

Helena Smith   0439241442 

Mentor/Well-Being Officer 

Ian (Ernie) Hartshorn  0422670080 

 

Air Force Association Chris Wessels 

Tracker Dogs Assn.  Ian Atkinson 

Mooloolaba Surf Club Kevin Lynch 

Buderim Hospital  Alec Chesters 

Army Cadets/ARES  Squizzy Taylor 

Air Force Cadets  Chris Wessels  

Naval Cadets   Carl Britz 

  

DISCLAIMER: The committee of Vietnam Veteran Association of Australia Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Inc. and its individual members take no responsibility for 

errors, omissions or inaccuracies in this newsletter, nor accept liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from the use of information contained in 

this newsletter, and do not warrant that opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, this 

Sub-branch or the Sub-branch Committee, including individual members. 

Veterans & Families Counselling     
 

OPEN ARMS  
 

24 Hour Crisis Line Toll Free  

1800 011 046 
PO Box 1797, (or 129 Horton Parade) Maroochydore, QLD, 4558  

 

This service provides counselling and support to all veterans of  overseas 
conflicts. The families of Vietnam Veterans are also able to receive counselling 
through us. Group programmes include the Lifestyle Management Program (5 days 
live-in with partner) and the Heart Safe Program (12 month gym). Other therapeutic/
educational groups are being planned for the Sunshine Coast.      

VVAASC SUB-BRANCH  

DROP-IN-CENTRE 
 

Located at the rear of the Library Complex Administration 

Building (upstairs) , Cnr Sixth Avenue and Beach Parade, 

Cotton Tree.  

Office Phone 54794552   

E–mail: secretaryvvaasc@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE OPEN Monday to Friday 0900 to 1200   (9am — 
noon).  
 
WANTED: DUTY OFFICER for Monday mornings; also 
one wanted available for relief (contact office). 

POSH MEETINGS:  Partners Offering Support and Hope 
meet Friday 1-4pm, informal gathering in the meeting 
room beside the Drop in Centre. Coffee/tea/chat. 

MEMBERSHIP fees are due annually on 31 December. 
Renewal form on website or with mail-out Ricochet. 

NEXT meeting Thursday, 15 June, 11am. NOTE: Meet-
ings on Thursdays until further notice.  

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 

Veterans’ Advice Network (VAN)  
129 Horton Parade, Maroochydore, QLD 4558.      

Free call to Brisbane Office  1800 555 254  

OFFICE NEWS …………………………………….. 
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- from Page 1 

Before the Budget the RSL and Defence Force Welfare 

Association submitted to Minister for Veteran Affairs and 

Defence Personnel Matt Keogh that the difference in ben-

efits has been an ongoing issue for veterans. 

“The differences between these benefits are difficult to 

justify,” RSL president Greg Melick said. “The RSL and 

DFWA is recommending the Federal Government amend 

the Veterans Entitlement Act to align its funeral allowance 

with Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act funeral 

expenses.” 

“Doing so would ensure fairness for older veterans and 

their families and reduce confusion and frustration at a 

time of great distress in their lives … and the Government 

should act to redress the situation as a matter of urgency.” 

This newsletter has noted previously that in 2019 then 

Labor Leader Bill Shorten made an election promise that 

the anomaly would be remedied.   

The previous conservative Veterans Affairs Minister had 

noted that a 2019 Productivity Commission report, ‘A Bet-

ter Way to Support Veterans’, had “identified the inade-

quacy of the VEA funeral payment” compared with the oth-

er two and recommended they be “aligned”.        

The RSL says bringing the payments together is one of 

the simpler legislative changes the Government could 

make and could be achieved relatively quickly. 

The RSL and the Defence Force Welfare Association 

(DFWA) have developed a submission to the Government 

on the reform of funeral benefits’ legislation and it has 

been endorsed by several other ex-service organisations. 

Mr Melick said the difference in benefits has been an 

ongoing issue for veterans and the submission will now be 

presented to the Minister for Veteran Affairs and Defence 

Personnel, Hon Matt Keogh MP. 

Regarding he Budget, the government said it is invest-

ing an additional $328.1 million over four years to support 

the more than 340,000 veterans and dependants access-

ing services through DVA. This builds on the $537.5 mil-

lion invested in the October 2022 Budget as part of the 

Government’s commitment to ensuring a better future for 

veterans and families. 

“The 2023-24 Federal Budget makes significant invest-

ments that will further reduce the veteran compensation 

claims backlog,” it says. 

“An investment of $64.1 million in 2023-24 will retain 

over 480 DVA staff who are working to deliver frontline 

services to veterans and families and $254.1 million over 

four years has been provided to modernise and sustain 

ageing IT systems to ensure more timely payments and 

access to services for veterans and families through DVA. 

“These investments support the Government’s response 

to the interim recommendations of the Royal Commission 

into Defence and Veteran Suicide.” 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: While there is a broad consensus of sorts 
between successive governments, no action appears imminent. 
Optimistically, opportunities for any announcement could occur 
on 18 August, marking the 50th anniversary of the official end of 
the Vietnam War for Australia; or when the final report of the 
Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide is re-
ceived; or when a review of legislation to combine the three DVA 

acts is finalised; or ….    

Funeral benefit fix not 

included in Budget 

Gympie region bugler Doug Lyon is a living legend 

among Anzac Day bugle players. 

He has never missed a beat or an Anzac service – 

playing The Last Post and Reveille since 1956. 

This Anzac Day marked his 66th consecutive year of 

playing at Anzac services. 

Mr Lyon was 14 and playing the solo cornet in the Sal-

vation Army when his bandmaster asked him to fill in for 

him playing The Last Post and Reveille at a Remem-

brance Day in Mary Street in Gympie. 

“That was the first time I played The Last Post and 

Reveille,” Mr Lyon said. “I’ve played it probably 1000 

times since then. I’ve played it at least once every year at 

Anzac Day, at gravestones, raising the flags, I used to 

play on horseback.” 

He’s played it at services in Memorial Park and the 

War Memorial Gates in Gympie, Cooroy, Mary Valley, 

Imbil, all along the Sunshine Coast. When he was living 

at Coffs Harbour for a time, he played 17 times in one 

day. 

“They all timed their services for me so I could get 

there for my five minutes,” he laughed. — by Christine 

Schindler, Gympie Times. 

BUGLER DOUG PLAYING ANZAC DAYS SINCE 1956 
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Our volunteers hard at it  
BUNNINGS hosted the sub-branch for its famous 

sausage sizzle recently with eight volunteers turn-

ing up. It was a great effort with 60kg of sausages 

and 40 loaves of bread consumed. It was neces-

sary to make four trips back to IGA Maud Street to 

restock. Despite that and gas running out at one 

stage, more than $2000 was made on the day, but it 

might have been $3000 without the drawbacks. 

Well done chaps. Patron Laurie Drinkwater was 

there (the one without the red shirt). 
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From the Secretary 

Well that was May, come and gone almost, just as this 

year is passing. 

This month has been a frustrating time as far as ad-

ministration is concerned, specifically insurance cover 

for our sub-branch. 

They say that compliance makes things so much 

easier; this obviously does not include insurance com-

panies! 

Because our current Certificate of Currency does not 

expire until 31 July this year, we have found it very diffi-

cult to get cover for our VV Day ceremony and lunch-

eon at Maroochy RSL. 

The RSL have been generous with their facilities as 

per usual, for which we are most appreciative. 

Despite determined effort from Jack Cunnington and 

myself, we are still pursuing the elusive avenue to 

source C of C beginning August 2023. 

Chriss Wessels has been doing a great job looking 

after holes in the duty officer roster. She also gave me 

an update on Margo Christie. 

She is to see a surgeon in the coming days (as of 27 

May) to determine if surgery is required. It will be quite 

a few weeks before she is able to return to the DIC. We 

wish her all the best. 

On Saturday, 27 May, we were at Bunnings for a 

Sausage Sizzle after an eight-month hiatus. We organ-

ised two shifts, am and pm, to lighten the load some-

what. 

IGA at Maud Street, Maroochydore, once again as-

sisted us with the goodies. 

We welcome back our new Treasurer from holidays 

and look forward to a revised and more efficient day-to-

day running of the association. 

That's about it for me this month. Remember, this 

association runs on volunteers and without 

them we are no more! 

 

Garry King 

Secretary 

RICOCHET: TO MAIL OR NOT TO MAIL 

In future, Ricochet will be mailed only to those 

who advise same. The Ricochet is always availa-

ble online from month to month and is a very effi-

cient method of keeping up with what is going on 

with the association from one month to another. It 

only takes a phone call or email to let us know . 
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A SOLDIER who served in Korea and Vietnam, and became RSM of 

6RAR, passed away recently on the Sunshine Coast. He was WO1 James 

(Jim) Husband (26275) OAM, BEM. His funeral was held at Coolum on 29 

May. 

He was born in Sydney on 24 June 1933  and joined the Australian 

Army on 3 June 1952. He went on to serve with 2 RAR in Korea as a sig-

naller and, after the truce, was medically evacuated to Kure, Japan. 

He was later an assistant instructor, Regimental Signals, 

with the British Commonwealth Battle School at Haramura, 

Japan.. Back in Australia he was an instructor with19 National 

Service Battalion at Holsworthy; after completing a PT course, 

he became a sergeant at 1 Recruit Training Battalion, Ka-

pooka; then to Army Apprentices School at Balcombe, Victo-

ria. There he was awarded the British Empire Medal (BEM). 

He later transferred back to the Infantry Corps, promoted to 

WOL2 and joined the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam 

(AATTV) in South Vietnam in 1964-65. As an advisor he was 

involved in numerous combat situations and was awarded the 

Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star. 

Back home again he was a CSM with 2 Commando Company at Rip-

ponlea and Williamstown, Victoria, qualifying for a Green Beret. During a 

period of leave he was seconded to the Victorian Water Police to assist in 

the search for the late Prime Minister Harold Holt at Cheviot beach, Victo-

ria.  

Later he qualified as a parachute jump instructor (PJI) and was a mem-

ber of the RAAF Dominos Parachute Display Team.  

In 1968 WO Husband was attached to the British Royal Marine Com-

mandos, attending a course at the Royal Marine Corps Infantry Training 

School at Lympstone in Devon.  

       In 1969 WO Husband (pictured) was reposted to the 

Parachute Training Flight at RAAF Williamtown, NSW, then to 

7 RAR as CSM A Company for their second tour to South 

Vietnam (1970-71). He became an instructor on warrant of-

ficer courses back at Infantry Centre, Ingleburn, and was 

promoted to Warrant Officer Class One. 

      With establishment of the Army Parachute School he 

became RSM and was a member of the original Army Red 

Beret Parachute Display Team which performed nationwide, 

completing 400 plus parachute descents, including a water 

descent in the UK with the Marines. When the school relocat-

ed to Nowra the main drop zone was named “DZ Husband”. 

WO Husband’s final posting was to 6 RAR at Enoggera as RSM and he 

was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal. He chose retirement rather than 

a posting as RSM 1 Division, but completed  four years with the Army 

Reserve at Ingleburn.  

He was awarded an OAM for services to the veteran community in 

1999.— from 2 RAR Facebook page. 

A veteran of two wars  
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CAMP GREGORY  

VETERANS  

RETREAT 

40 ACRE RURAL PROPERTY  

ADJACENT TO GREGORY  

RIVER – FISHING AND CRABBING, 

OPEN FIRES ALLOWED. 

Hot Showers and Toilets 

168 Darville Road 

 Woodgate  

Phone Caretakers Rebecca 

or Simon 0499 728 800 

Free to all Veterans travelling 

with their families and First 

Responders 

Maximum stay two weeks 

SOLDIERS from 1RAR battled ene-
my role-players to gain control of 
port infrastructure while practising 
clearance of a complex urban envi-
ronment near Townsville during 
Exercise Septimus Stride, a compa-
ny-level urban operations exercise.
— ADF photos. 

Ready for real thing 
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THE HISTORY of 7 RAR’s first tour 

(1967-68) in Vietnam is told in this illus-

trated history titles “Porky’s People” and 

compiled and written by Karl Metcalf 

who was actually Platoon Commander 

of 4 Platoon, B Company on the battal-

ion’s second tour. 

The book primarily uses images such 

as photographs, artwork, maps, and 

newspapers cuttings to tell the story. 

It covers the period from the raising of 

the battalion through to the return to 

Australia and “immediate aftermath”.  

More information is available from 7 
RAR Association or emailing Anthony 
Keech at porky_seven@bigpond.com 

ACCORDING to the TPI Association of 

NSW, “Helen Austin’s new book, Like 

Shadows in the Corner, is now availa-

ble in print form due to popular de-

mand. 

“The book explores how wives 

coped while their soldier was fighting 

the war in Vietnam. Wives were invisi-

ble to the Armed Services and the 

community during this time and 

Helen’s book demonstrates these 

wives’ courage, tenacity and unend-

ing ability to manage under enormous 

pressure while they raised their chil-

dren alone and went to work, waking 

up each morning not knowing if their 

husband would make it through his 

day. These women are strong and 

resilient.” 

The editor is intrigued that there is 
no contact for the author available, as 
confirmation is needed for the state-
ment that the author’s husband of 55 
years, Hilton, served in Vietnam – 
apparently not under the surname, 
Austin, as no one of that name is 
listed on the DVA Nominal Roll.    

BOOKS 
LONG TAN veteran 2Lt Dave Sab-

ben MG has published a new book 

offering what is describe ed as an 

extraordinary and fascinating, de-

tailed insight into a one-year tour 

of duty in Vietnam.  

He volunteered for National Ser-

vice in 1965, completed officer 

training at Scheyville and was 

posted to 6RAR. He became com-

mander of 12 Platoon, Delta Com-

pany aged 21. 

He was recommended for a Military Cross for his ac-

tions at Long Tan, but this was downgraded to a Men-

tioned In Despatches (MID). In 2008 it was upgraded to 

a Medal Of Gallantry (MG). This high-quality coffee-

style book, chock full of 500+ images, along with 

maps, tables, letters, diagrams, and more, is available 

directly from him at https://sabbenmidbook.com 
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Mobile + Clinic Denture Service
Repairs while you wait OR 

we pick up and return 

❖ DVA Gold Card holders welcome
❖ Complete mobile denture service

❖ New full or partial dentures
❖ Same day reline service

❖ Implant retained dentures
❖ Over 35 years experience
❖ Recognised by all major health funds

❖ Express service available

Darren Fletcher
Dip D.T Adv Dip D.P. (Syd)

Dental Prosthetist

07 5444 6116
1/130 Brisbane Rd, Mooloolaba
E: reception@advanceoral.com.au

W: www.advanceoraldentures.com.au

Advance Oral Denture Clinic

In late 1968 on Operation Capital II the New Zealanders of 

Victor Company 4RAR/NZ discovered an abandoned 

French Citroën near the edge of the Courtenay Rubber 

Plantation, north of Núi Đất. The car's rear window had 

bullet holes and bore the number plate NVA 601.  

It was brought back and refurbished by the RAEME 102 

Field Workshops, and painted pink before being donated 

to a nurse of the Royal New Zealand Nursing Corps in 

Vung Tau. The vehicle was passed on to each of the Aus-

tralian and New Zealand nurses over the following years. 

– from UNSW / ADFA  'Australia's Vietnam War' on Face-

book. 

Mystery car restored for nurses 
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Full log-book servicing, roadworthy certificates, 
air-con repairs and servicing, brakes, clutches and all 
mechanical repairs. 

Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Craig and Private Paris Plate 

cut the cake at the celebration of the Royal Australian Army 

Dental Corps' 80th anniversary.—ADF photo.  

DENTAL CORPS ANNIVERSARY 

FIFTY years of service with the RAN for Commander Bertram 
Slape (right) was marked with presentation of a Federation Star 
by  Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Mark Hammond. Photo: Petty Of-
ficer Christopher Szumlanski. 

Marking 50 years 
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JC’s BEFUDDLEMENT PAGE ….    

• ALL ANSWERS PAGE 15. 



  RICOCHET —  Monthly newsletter of Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia Sunshine Coast, JUNE 2023                                                               13                     

OUR MISSION: To assist all veterans and their dependents in all matters relating to their health, welfare and well-being. 

The word unique is over-used. Everything seems to cop the 

“unique” label even if it is not. The dictionary says that unique 

means: “of which there is only one; unequalled; having no 

like.” 

Military service is unique in the correct sense of the word 

despite the efforts of some to equate military service with ci-

vilian emergency services. Or worse, bundle military service 

in with the public service. But servicemen and women are not 

emergency services workers or public servants. They are not 

even employees. 

This brief article looks at the one key feature that makes 

military service unique. Genuinely unique. 

That key feature is obligation. It is the key difference be-

tween military service and disciplined emergency services 

such as police and fire-fighters, whom some see in the same 

box. 

Here’s why. Servicemen and women, and only servicemen 

and women, are obliged – compelled if you like – to obey law-

ful commands that involve risk up to and including the possi-

ble or probable or even certain loss of their life.   

Emergency services people do not share that same obliga-

tion. Nor does anybody else. 

The difference is not a matter of bravery or courage or oth-

er individual qualities. Emergency services people demon-

strate these qualities in spades frequently. They deserve our 

admiration for doing so. But emergency services people can-

not be ordered to place their lives in mortal danger even 

though some choose to. ADF people can be so ordered if the 

order is lawful. 

Article 3 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights says everyone has the right to life, liberty and security 

of the person. Australia is party to this declaration. But, unlike 

all other Australians, ADF servicemen and women can be 

compelled to give up their right to life if the nation so requires. 

That’s unique. 

Servicemen and women of all ranks value their lives as 

much as any other Australian. Military leaders are obliged to 

shield their subordinates from harm in any reasonable way 

possible. So they should. But, in extremis, those leaders can 

and indeed must order their subordinates into situations 

where one or more of those subordinates may well pay the 

ultimate price. So may the leader. And the subordinate, 

whether volunteer or conscript, has no choice in the matter.   

- Continued Page 18 

THE UNIQUENESS OF MILITARY SERVICE 
By Win Fowles (Updated from an article originally published in 2015 – 

and later republished – by the Defence Force Welfare Association) 
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When you’re laughing, the whole world laughs with you 

ONLY in Ireland … from Aussie Vets PTSD Group Fa-

cebook page. 

From Barry Vassella Facebook page. 

BRING back memories? “Any man who can ride a motor-

bike. One pace, forward, march. You men fall out over 

here. 

“We still men need a few more for this special training 

we’re going to hold. Any man who would like to ride a mo-

tor bike. One pace, forward march. Very good. Fall out 

with the others. 

“Right, you lot. F… off down to the mess. They need 

some potatoes peeled. The rest of you, have a smoke.” 

 

HER dog was in heat, but she agreed to look after her 

neighbour’s male dog while the neighbour was on vaca-

tion.    

She had a large house and she believed that she could 

keep the two dogs apart.  However, as she was drifting 

off to sleep, she heard awful howling sounds. She rushed 

downstairs and found the dogs locked together and una-

ble to disengage, as frequently happens when dogs mate.  

Unable to separate them, and perplexed as to what to 

do next; although it was very late at night she called her 

vet who answered in a very grumpy voice.   

After she explained the problem to him, the vet said: 

"Hang up the phone and place it down alongside the 

dogs. I will then call you back and the noise of the ringing 

will make the male lose his erection and he will be able to 

withdraw."  

"Do you think that will work?" she asked.  

"Just worked for me," he replied. 

 

SADLY, a National Serviceman’s mother died sud-

denly while he was undertaking basic training. 

The unit Commanding Officer called the Regimen-

tal Sergeant Major and asked him to break the news 

to Recruit Jones.  

The RSM advised Jones’ Platoon Sergeant that he 

would address their parade the next morning.  

After the Sergeant ordered the platoon to fall in, 

and roll call was taken, the RSM stepped forward.  

“Platoon, atten-shun!!” he bellowed out. “All re-

cruits with two living parents, one pace forward, 
March! Recruit Jones! As you were!” 

 

A COLONEL had just moved into his new office, feel-
ing very important.  

A private knocked on the door. Conscious of his 
new position, the colonel quickly picked up the 
phone, told the Digger to enter, then said into the 

phone, "Yes, General, I'll be seeing him this after-
noon and I'll pass along your message. In the mean-
time, thank you for your good wishes, sir."  

Feeling as though he had sufficiently impressed 
the young Digger, he asked, "What do you want?"  

"Nothing important, sir," the Digger replied, "I'm 
just here to hook up your telephone." 

 

DURING an all-service session the question was 
posed: “What would you do if you found a scorpion in 
your tent?” 

A sailor: “I’d step on it.” 
A soldier: “I’d squash it with my boot.” 

A marine: “I’d catch it, break the stinger off, and 
eat it.” 

A pilot: “I’d call room service and find out why 

there’s a tent in my room.” 
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 Answers from page 12      

 

Across: 1. Chaps 7. Big Apple 8. Manor 10. Heredi-

tary 12. Antelope 14. Call 16. Sink 17. Instruct 20. 

Bratislava 23. Event 24. Audience 25.Dried 

Down: 1. Camera 2. Pooh 3. Vile 4. Davis 5. Appa-

ratus 6. Jekyll 9. Reply 11. Standards 13. Pen 15. 

Stove 16. Subway 18. Tested 19. Linen 21. Lock 22. 

Aver. 

1. Vitamin B  

2. James Squire (Cascade Brew-

ery) 

3. Geoffrey Rush for Shine in 

1996. 

4. South Australia  

5. NASA’s Skylab broke up and 

scattered over parts of WA on July 

11, 1979. 

6. Slim Dusty, he adopted the 

stage name “Slim Dusty” in 1938 at 

age 11. 

7. Beds are Burning,  

8. True 100% 

9. Tim Robards. He met Anna 

Heinrich and they are still together! 

10. Cody Simpson in 2019 

11. Lisa McCune  

12. All have been 

named Australian of the Year. 

13.North Queensland Cowboys 

14. Jim Courier  

15. South Melbourne.  

16. Shane Warne at the MCG 

17. Jeff Fenech. Fenech won 

world titles in 3 weight divisions. 

18. Two, 91 99  

19. Herbert Henry 

“Dally” Messenger, who played 

with Eastern Suburbs. 

20. There were eleven ships in the 

First Fleet, with five carrying con-

victs and the rest officers and sup-

plies. 

21. The Australian repub-

lic referendum. 

22. The Great Gatsby 

June Happenings  

1. Richard Greene (right) 

2. 1953 

3. 1940 

4. David Carradine  

5. a) 1533 

Trivia answers 

Crossword 

With only a few days left in America, before we head 
home, I must comment on some of the things that really 
impress me over here.  

One is that anyone who has served in the Defence 
Forces of the United States is identified and thanked at 
every opportunity. I have been in church services on 
their Remembrance Day, held on the same day as we 
have in Australia, when all who had served were asked 
to stand.  

Some 30 per cent of the congregation in that Missis-
sippi Church stood and were honoured and thanked for 
their service by the church and its Pastor. My friend 
from Tennessee nudged me to stand, which I did since, 
during the Vietnam War, I had been seconded to the 
USAF for three months to the 554 Civil Engineering 
Squadron, the famous ‘Red Horse’.  

This was a great honour for me, as when a group of 
us were the advance party for the RAAF No. 5 Airfield 
Construction Squadron (Detachment C) to Phan Rang 
in 1967, we were seconded to the 554 CES and amal-
gamated into their ‘hoochies’, one Australian to seven 
USAF members.  

The 554 CES unit had built the airstrip, revetments, 
the USAF sleeping quarters, messes and officers’ clubs 
and were about to dismiss their local Vietnamese staff. 
I was placed in their Labour Office to help sort out their 
pays and function as the interpreter for all their staff. 
Furthermore, instead of going downtown to the Labour 
Office in Phan Rang city and recruiting, then security 
clearing workers to build the RAAF area, I had a ready 
supply of staff eager to continue working on the base if 
only for another three months.  

The labour staff came in three grades, V4, V5 and 
V6. Very few had been tradesmen, but it was a case of 
if they woke up one morning and desired to be a car-
penter, they were a carpenter. The 554 CES USAF lo-
cal team consisted of carpenters, painters, some elec-
tricians, and some plumbers, and as I said, rather than 
trained workers, they were ‘desirous of being’ such 
trades.  

When in America, we love to go to baseball matches. 
What we enjoy about any baseball game, is that after 
the sixth inning, the service members from Rhode Is-
land who are serving their country overseas are recog-
nised by name for their service to the nation. Equiva-
lents of our Last Post and Reveille are played and a 
minute’s silence is kept for those servicemen and wom-
en who will not be returning home.  

Once a person has served their nation in the four de-
fence services – Navy, Army, Air Force or Marines – 
they are recognised and respected publicly for life. We 
have noticed it afresh this visit as we have for the past 
24 years that we have been visiting over here.  

I thank God that I had an opportunity to serve in the 
United States Air Force, if only for three months.  
 
Arthur Fry 
Honorary Chaplain 

  Fireside with  

  the  Padre 
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 June Timeline  

1 June 1963: Advisor Sergeant William Hacking becomes 

the first Australian to die in Vietnam when his weapon al-

legedly accidentally discharged after being caught in vege-

tation. 

3 June 1992: The High Court of Australia recognised that 

a group of Torres Strait Islanders, led by Eddie Mabo, held 

ownership of Mer (Murray Island), acknowledging the tra-

ditional rights of the Meriam people to their land and hold-

ing that native title existed for all Indigenous people. 

6 June 1944: D-Day, Allies land in Normandy, opening a 

third front against Germany ending  with Germany's sur-

render in May 1945.  

6–8 June 1969: Australian forces, primarily 5 RAR, took 

on a large combined force of North Vietnamese and Viet 

Cong. One Australian was killed and 10 wounded, while 

enemy losses included at least 107 killed, six wounded 

and eight captured. 

7 June 1968: Australian Prime Minister John Gorton 

(pictured, without hat) visits Vietnam against a back-

ground of a growing Australian military commitment. 

9 June 1803: British explorer Matthew Flinders became 

the first person to circumnavigate Australia. Flinders chart-

ed much previously unknown coastline, and the maps he 

produced were the first to accurately depict Australia as 

we now know it, both proving Australia was a single conti-

nent and by using the name ‘Australia’ in his maps and 

writings. 

9 June 1928: Australian pilots Charles Kingsford Smith 

and Charles Ulm, along with two US crewmen, became 

the first people to cross the Pacific Ocean by air in their 

three-engine Fokker aircraft, the Southern Cross. 

10 June 1838: The Myall Creek massacre in the Gwydir 

region of north-eastern NSW. On  18 December 1838, 

seven men became the first British subjects to be execut-

ed for massacring Aboriginal people in the massacre. 

- continued next page. 
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 June Timeline  

ADAVALE VETERANS RETREAT                                         

 

Rest and Recover 
Welcomes Veterans, Ex-service, First Responders.  Modern 
Dongas with Ensuites, Air-conditioned, King size single bed, 
Fridge. $30/night. The Rest $50/night. Soon to be licensed 

and with Commercial Kitchen 
Owned and operated by Adavale Veterans Retreat Inc., Lot 

701-702 Shepherd Street, Adavale Qld 
Contact: Mobile 0491 897 966.  Email adavaleveter-

ansretreat@gmail.com www.adavaleveteransretreat.org 
ABN 52 629 925 319 

11 June 11 1994: After 49 years, the Soviet military occu-

pation of East Germany ended. At one time there had been 

337,800 Soviet troops stationed in Germany. 

12 June 1902: The Commonwealth Franchise Act was 

enacted, giving women in Australia over the age of 21 a 

right to vote in national elections and to stand for the Aus-

tralian Parliament, despite many not possessing the right 

to do so in their home states. This did not apply to First 

Nations people until 1962. 

21 June 1864: More than 2500 men from the Australian 

colonies crossed the Tasman to fight in the New Zealand 

wars. 

21 June 1951: 3 RAR was awarded United States Presi-

dential Distinguished Unit Citation for "extraordinary hero-

ism and outstanding performance" at the battle of 

Kapyong, Korea (presentation below). 

24 June 1852: In the middle of the night a catastrophic 

flood swept through the New South Wales town of 

Gundagai. Only three buildings were left standing and be-

tween 80 and 100 people died, making it the deadliest 

flood in Australia’s recorded history. 

24 June 1935: The cane toad was released in Queens-

land to help the cane industry deal with insect attacks on 

sugar cane roots, but it has since spread all the way 

across to northern Western Australia. It has no known 

predators and has had a serious impact on the ecosys-

tems of northern Australia. 

24 June 2010: The 25th and first female Governor-

General of Australia, Ms Quentin Bryce, swore in the 27th 

and first female Prime Minister, Ms Julia Gillard, who was 

born in Wales. 

26 June 1945: Australia played an important role in the 

establishment of the United Nations. The countries in-

volved hoped that the UN’s formation would prevent a 

repeat of the Second World War. 

30 June 1971: A Census of Population and Housing was 

the first time Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

were included in the population count. Until then they 

were excluded from being counted as part of the national 

population. 

Sources include:  
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/defining-
moments-timeline  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Military_history_of_Australia_during_the_Vietnam_War 
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/atwar/mar 
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar 
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- From Page 13 

Assuming the military leader's command is lawful, a subor-

dinate is subject to severe sanction for disobedience. Some 

may say that any sanction is better than being wounded or 

killed in battle but this then raises the fraught issue of the 

good of the individual as opposed to the good of the nation. 

Military service is all about the latter. 

The fundamental difference, obligation, is recognised na-

tionally in a number of ways that reflect each ADF member’s 

unique obligation to the nation and, importantly, the nation’s 

mutual obligation to ADF members. These obligations in-

clude: 

Employment Status 

• ADF people are members, not employees.  They do not 

enjoy the same workplace rights as all other Australians, a 

fact formally recognised decades ago when the now-defunct 

Armed Forces Federation of Australia attempted to become 

the ADF's de facto trade union.  

• Public servants and emergency services people are em-

ployees who enjoy workplace rights that ADF members do 

not. And that’s fine. 

• If our sailors, soldiers and aviators enjoyed the same em-

ployee rights as all other Australians then the ADF as a legal 

entity could not and need not exist as it does today. We 

would have to use a new word to describe employees who 

defend the nation. That word is “mercenary”.  

Structure   

The Department of Defence is, uniquely, run by a diarchy 

under its minister.  

Legal System   

ADF members are governed by both civilian and military 

law.  

Post-Service Care 

• Australia’s Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) tangibly 

recognises the nation's unique mutual obligations to affected 

Military service ‘unique’ 

ADF men and women. Most civilised nations do likewise.   

• Some may still 

believe that DVA 

should be sub-

sumed into the 

civilian welfare 

system. Such a 

proposal emerges 

from time to time 

and is always re-

jected, properly, 

by both sides of politics because of the unique nature of mili-

tary service. Again, ADF members are not employees. 

The Defence Force Welfare Association’s magazine Ca-

maraderie has featured articles on the unique nature of mili-

tary service over the years. This writer knows of no similar 

steps by other Ex-Service Organisations (ESOs).  

But, occasionally, academics and others who are una-

ware of the unique obligation of ADF members to the nation 

will attempt to equate military service with civilian emergen-

cy services.  

That means all ESOs would benefit by being well in-

formed of the key difference, obligation, which makes their 

members’ military service unique. 

Of course there's more to all this. But unique means 
unique.  
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ANZAC DAY FOLLOW-UP: FROM ADAVALE TO LONDON 

AS OUR front page shows, 

Anzac Day is marked at many 

places around the world such 

as (from top) Adavale, where 

member and past president 

Ted Robinson and Senior 

Constable Chris Seng of Ada-

vale Police Station, led the 

march; and (clockwise from 

left) Australia and New Zea-

land  military personnel at 

Wellington Arch, London; 

Australians at Gallipoli (both 

ADF photos); and  young and 

‘senior’ key players in the 

Mooloolaba dawn service 

Rusty Perry, on Jack, and Ian 

Atkinson.  
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Roll of Honour – Vietnam, June 1962-75  

‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them …’ 

Cooloola Coast Vietnam Memorial 


